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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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O Why Preach 
Against Sin? 


by Evangelist John R. Rice 


“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew 
my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins”— 


Isaiah 58:1. 


“Them that sin rebuke before 
I Timothy 5:20. 


“Preach the word; be instant 


rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine”—II Timothy 4:2. 
“This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they 


may be sound in the faith”—Titus 


“And from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth 


falsely. They have healed also the 


slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace”—Jeremiah 


6:13, 14. 

“His watchmen are blind: they 
dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, 
Isaiah 56:10. 

The late General Booth, founder 
of the Salvation Army, feared the 
coming of 4 day when men would 


preach “salvation without regen- 
eration, faith without repentance, 
Heaven without Hell.” That time 
is upon us. In the case of many 
Doctors of..Divinity, the D. D. 
might... well stand.for.. “Dumb 
Dogs,” for the Lord in -Isaiah 
56:10 says that His watchmen 
who do not warn the people “are 
all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; 
sleeping, lying down, loving to 
slumber”. Every preacher in the 


all, that others also may fear”—- 


in season, out of season; reprove, 


1:13. 


hurt of the daughter of my people 


are all ignorant, they are all dumb 
lying down, loving to slumber’— 


land needs again to hear the word 
of God in Isaiah 58:1, “Cry aloud, 
spare not, lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and shew my people 


their transgression, and the house 
of Jacob their sins.” 


The other day a minister, leav- 


church, announced~ that “he~ was 
entering the field as a full-time 
evangelist; that he felt there is 
particular need for a_ positive 
evangelism, by which he- meant, 


ing. the pulpit. of..a prominent 


(Sermon preached May .1, 1945, 
Illinois. Mechanically recorded 


holiness in the fear of God.” 


And then over in I Corinthians 
6:20: “For you are bought with 
a’ price: “thérefore. ftorify” Godin 
your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's.” 


Romans 1:9 says “God is my 


(Continued on page six) 


| witness,” said Paul, “whom I serve 


IF A SOLDIER DIES IN BATTLE, 
WILL HE GO STRAIGHT TO HEA VEN? 


By Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman, D.D. 


(Sermon preached March 19, 1945, Bethany Reformed Church, 
Chicago, Mechanically Recorded for The Sword of the Lord.) 


Tonight I read you some verses 
of Scripture from the third chap- 
ter of the book of Romans, start- 
ing with the last phrase of the 
twenty-third verse: 

“ ... for there is no differ- 
ence: For all have sinned, ahd 
come short of the glory of 
God; Being justified freely by 
his grace through the redemp- 


tion that is in Christ Jesus: 
Whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood . . . for the 
remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance 
of God; ... that he might 
be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus” 
—Romans 3:23-26. 


I am taking as my text this 
whole statement, stressing espe- 
cially the words, “there is no 
difference.” : 

You will agree with me first of 
all when I say to you that it is 


jonly in the spiritual realm that 


Paul could make this statement 
and tell the truth. There is not 
any other human experience where 
this is true. It is not ,true as to 
sex. Some of us are male; some 
of us are female. 


| It is not true racially. Some 
{of us are Hamites, some Shem- 


ites; some Japhethites, 


It is not true nationally. We 
are of all sorts of nationalities. 


|Most of us are hybrids of every 


kind and description of extraction. 
There is not a clean-blooded, not 
|a one-blooded person on the face 
‘of this earth. There is not a one- 
blooded Dutchman in this world. 
There is not a one-blooded Jew, 
or Chinaman. There is not a one- 


blooded Hindu. The world is. so 
intertwined, so intertwisted, so 
intermarried, with racial strains 
so interming].d, 
Apostle would. be telling a lie if 
he said there is no difference 
nationally. 


ferences between us physically. 
Some are tall. Some are short. 
Some are brunettes. Some are 
blondes. Some are in between. 
Some are weak. Some are strong. 
We are of all kinds of forms, 
figures, faces, shapes. No eyes are 
quite alike, as are no two heads, 
no two noses. Perfectly identical 
twins are something almost out 
of this world. The Dionne quin- 
tuplets are an illustration in dis- 
similarities. 


You cannot say that there is’ 
no difference mentally. Some of 
us are brilliant. Some of us are 
dull. Some of us are quick. Some 
of us are slow. Some can learn 
a thing fast. Some take a great 
deal of time, and effort, and 
energy. 

Certainly you cannot say that 
there is no difference between us 
financially. Some of us have 
money. Some of us do not have 
money. Some of‘us have well pay- 
ing jobs. Others have to toil out 
our days for a pittance. Some of 
us live in fine homes on the ave- 
nue. Others are doomed <to the 
wrong side of the tracks. 


I want to read to you from the sixth chapter of Second 
Corinthians, beginning with the fourteenth verse and read- 
ing through the first verse of the second chapter. This is 
one of those unfortunate chapter divisions where the first 
verse of the next chapter is the logical conclusion of the 
thought at the end of the preceding chapter: 


“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And 
what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath 
the temple o:1 God with idols? for ye are the temple of the 
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. Having 
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse our- 
selves from all filthiness and the flesh and spirit, perfecting 


that Paul the} 


Then there are all sorts of dif- 


adjustment, happiness and useful- 


By Rev. Vance Havner, D.D. 


First Baptist Church, Wheaton, 
for The Sword of the Lord.) 


with my spirit in the gospel of. 
his Son.” 


 Layant you to.notice the accent-} 


on the spirit in these three verses. 
Our brother has just concluded 
singing about yielding your body 
and soul. I would have you fix 
your attention on just two words 
in the text tonight out of II Cor- 
inthians 7:1, “Having therefore 
these promises, dearly beloved, let 
us cleanse ourselves from all filthi- 
ness of the flesh and spirit.” That 
is the main thing I want you to 
think about out of this text to- 
night—“and spirit, perfecting holi- 
ness in the fear of God.” And 
then Paul says, “glorify God in 


SINS OF THE SPIRIT 


your body, and in your spirit.” 
And then he says, “God... whom 
I serve with my spirit.” 


Sometime ago a Methodist min- 
ister said to me as we sat out on 
the front porch of a hotel talking 
together about spiritual things: 
“The great trouble in the church 
today is that we have a great 
many people who are not guilty 
of the gross sins of the body, but 
who are guilty of the sins of the 
spirit.” He said, “If therefore the 
light that is in thee be darkness, 
how great is that darkness!” 


I think the greatest trouble in 
the church today is the sins of 
the spirit. Don’t misunderstand 

(Continued on page two) 


DR. VANCE HAVNER 


~ Pastor’s 


Christian 
By Lola M. Bradshaw, 


Here are booklets that will sup- 
port and emphasize your ministry. 


YOU HAVE ONLY A .FEW 
MINUTES with a bereaved family 
at a funeral; time and the circum- 
stances do not permit Icng in- 
struction and comfort for each of 
the bereaved ones. But a beauti- 
ful booklet of comfort and Bible 
instruction that they will long 
treasure as your gift may mean 
the difference between spiritual, 


ness on the one hand, or bitter- 
ness and despair on the other. 
BIBLE FACTS ABOUT HEAVEN 
by Editor John R. Rice is just 
what you need. Dr. H. A. Iron-. 
side, pastor of the famous Moody 
Memorial Church, Chicago, recom- 
mends the pamphlet for this very 
purpose, and says, “There are 
eight chapters, and every one of 
them clear and Scriptural.” Many 
pastors get as many as fifty at a 
time for this purpose. It makes 
Heaven real. It brings comfort. 
It shows the way to Christ. Also 
good for anybody who is old or 
sick or discouraged, a rich treat 


(Continued on page three) 


Packet 


Pamphlets That Are Tools For Preachers and 


Workers | 
Assistant to the Editor 


been 134,000 printed; over 100 
readers have written to say they 
were saved through this message. 
There are 64 pages and art cover, 
Price 25¢c each, 5 copies for $1.00. 

YOU CANNOT TAKE TIME to 
sit for two or three hours of Bible 
teaching, perhaps, with every 
member who is disturbed by the 
Seventh Day Adventist cult and 
its teaching. And if you could, 
they would not remember all you 
say. You ought to have something 
attractive, Scriptural, authorita- 
tive to leave in the hands of such 
people, something thoroughly an- 
swering this heresy, kindly yet 
Scripturally. SUNDAY OR SAB- 
BATH, WHICH SHOULD CHRIS- 
TIANS OBSERVE? is just what 
you need. Twenty-four large pages, 
beautifully printed in blue. Dr. 
Louis T, Talbot, president Bible 
Igstitute of Los Angeles, and pas- 
tor of the Church of the Open 
Door, bought 14,000 for his radio 
audience, Price is 10c each, 12 
for $1.00. 

SOME CONVERT HAS 


for any Christian. There have 


(Continued on page five) 
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PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 15, 1945 


Sins Of The Spirit 


(Continued from page one) 
me. Now, of course, there are 
plenty of sins of the body. I am 
not so blind as to have arrived at 
the conclusion that we have all 
gotten past that. There is plenty 
of it. In Romans 13:13 we are 
told not to have anything te do 
with rioting, drunkenness, cham- 
bering, wantonness. These are all 
sins of the body. I imagine a lot 
of folks when they read that verse 
say, “Well, I.am all right. I am 
not guilty of that.” Yes, but that 
is not all that is in this verse. It 
also adds another couple, “strife 
and envying.”. These are sins of 
the spirit, not sins of the body. 
And these sins of the spirit were 
never so common as they are in 
the church today. 


Again I read in I Peter 4:15, 
“Let none of your suffer_as a 
murderer, or as a thief, or as an 


evildoer.” And I can imagine a 
lot of folks saying, “Well, I am 
all right. I want everybody to 


know that I am no murderer. I 
am no thief. I am no evildoer.” 
Yes, but there is another one in 
there: “busybody.” 
Holy Spirit caught us on one or 
the other after all. “Busybody,” 
gossiper, attending to everybody 
else’s business but your own. We 
have a lot of folks today who 
never mind their own business. 
We are not to be guilty of the 
sins of the spirit. Now there are 
a lot of people who brag today 
that they are not guilty of these 
other things. They are mighty 
proud of that. But they are past 
masters at being busybodies. 
They are past masters at stirring 
up trouble, strifes and envyings in 
churches. 


Envy, Strife And Divisions 
The Marks of Carnality 


Did you ever notice that the 
marks of carnality in Paul’s day 
were not card playing, dancing, 
theatre-going? Of course, they 
didn’t have a lot of that in his 
time, but if they had, that wouldn’t 


have been what he would have. 


called the gross marks of carnal- 
ity. I go over to I Corinthians 
3:3, and 4, and I read there that 
the marks of carnality are envy- 
ing, strife, divisions. One says, “I 
am of Paul,” and another, “I am 
of Apollos,” and then he adds, 
“Are ye not carnal?” That is 
the evidence of it, 


Now these are the outstanding 
sins of fundamentalism today. 
Fundamentalism needs to head for 
the mourner’s bench over the sins 
of the spirit. We wrap ourselves 
in the rags of our self-righteous- 
ness and thank God that we don’t 
dance and smoke, and yet we are 
double-dyed sinners in the spirit. 
We boast that we are clean from 
filthiness of the flesh but we get 
caught on this one, “and the 
spirit.” We claim that we glorify 
God in our body, but how about 
“in the spirit?” If there is any 
prayer we need to learn afresh 
today it is, “Cleanse thou me from 
secret faults.” 


There are some things I preach 
about that I don’t know whether 
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they are going to apply in the 
congregation, but I am quite sure 
tonight. I have no doubts about 
this one. I am sure you cannot 
get this many people together 
without this being appropriate. 


The mark of carnality in Paul’s 
day was the party spirit. Notice 
the words the Holy Spirit uses, 
“strife,” “divisions,” “schisms,” 
“variance,” “debates,” “conten- 
tions.” Those are just a few. The 
Holy Spirit uses them of the 
saints. You will be surprised to 
find how much the Word of God 
has to say about strife in the 
church. Take the New Testament 
sometime and a red pencil and go 
through and you will be amazed. 
Yet people seem to pass all over 
that today. We have with us 
those who are complacent in their 
fundamentalism who find plenty 
of time to condemn the movies 
and the dance and tobacco—and 
we need to condemn them all for 
they are of the devil—but they 
never have a guilty conscience 
over the sins of the spirit. They 
are just as loathsome in the sight 
of God. You check up in the Bible 
and you will find it has much to 
say about our factions. The way 
we split and sub-split and splinter 
is about the grossest form of ini- 
quity. And we._have come to a 
time when we have a lot of saints 
that are like these matches that 
won't strike on any box but their 
own. You can’t get an “amen” 
out of them except with their own 
little bunch. We have gotten to 
the place in fundamentalism, we 
have sa.many cliques today that 
we ought to greet each other by 
asking, “How. are you clicking?” 
We have just about clicked out. 
That is why they call us “feuda- 
mentalists” and they ought to. 
We have deserved it. We have 
won the name. 


I heard of a church some time 
ago that had a sign in front of it, 
JESUS ONLY. They had a storm 
‘one night and it blew out the first 
three letters and left US ONLY. 
That is the condition of a lot of 
churches. They started off all 
right, JESUS ONLY, but they 
have had a storm and all they have 
left is just US. 


Now in Paul’s time, they had 
the party spirit. One crowd said, 
“I belong to Paul.” They said, 
“We like Paul’s preaching. He is 
doctrinal. We go in for doctrinal 
preaching.” ~., 

Then there was another group 
that said, “Now, excuse me, but 
I am for Apollos. “Ah, he is an 
orator! When he gets up to speak, 
the words just flow out of his 
mouth like molten gold. Why, you 
think you are looking at the Grand 
Canyon and the Valley of Yosem- 
ite and the Aurora Borealis all 
at the same time! I am for Apol- 
los. Give me a preacher who can 
paint word pictures.” 


And then some sister pipes up 
and says, “Well, they are all right, 
but I love Brother Cephas. He is 
such a practical preacher. A little 
rough sometimes—he talks about 
dogs and hogs in his letters and 
compares us to them; unmerciful 
he is sometimes, but I like him. 
He is so practical.” 

And then they had a few crabs 
in the crowd that couldn't get 
along with anybody and they said, 
“Well, we belong to Jesus. We 
can’t stand any of the preachers.” 


You know, I have often thought 
that was the toughest. crowd in 
I believe that 
Jesus bunch, that Christ party, 
was the worst crowd of all. They 

couldn’t even stand Paul, Cephas 
and Apollos. They said, “We are 
too good for all that. We will 
just stand with Jesus.” But they 
were not with Jesus at all; they 
were with the devil. We have a 
lot of folks too good for the 
too good for churches. 

We have a floating crowd of folks 


"| today too good for any church. 


They say, “I am going to float 
around up in the ether all the 
time. I am not going to get tied 
up with any bunch.” We have a 
lot of folks who never see any 
local responsibility. Jesus left us 
the church. And the Acts of the 
apostles is full of local churches. 
So is all the New Testament, not 
theoretical, visionary churches, 
but local churches. And we have 
a lot of people today that do not 
feel any obligation to the local 
church at all. I don’t get to my 
church more than two or three 
times a year, but I feel the need 
of a local responsibility. I believe 
it is the New Testament teaching. 


Criticism and Envy Are Sins 
of the Spirit 
There are sins of the spirit 


among individuals. Here are some 
more words in the New Testa- 


ment: “busybody,” “envyings,” 
“wrath,” “backbiting,” ‘“whisper- 
ing,” “murmuring.” The Holy 


Spirit pretty nearly exhausted the 
vocabulary pointing out individual 
sins. Do you have a spirit of 
criticism? How long has it been 
since you criticized somebody and 
you ought not to have done so? 
You won't have to strain your 
memory. Do you have a grudge? 
Is there anybody in this world 
about whom you would have a 
sort of inner satisfaction if they 
had difficulty and trouble? Oh, 
you would never admit it, but 
there is that feeling there. Is 
there anybody against whom you 
have a resentment tonight, hidden 
or public? You know who they 
are. So does God. Why, that is 
one of the very things that the 
Holy Spirit is warning against 
here. Are you a suspicious person, 
always putting the wrong con- 
struction on things instead of be- 
lieving the good until you have 
to believe the bad My Bible does 
not say that love doeth no evi, 
or love saith no evil, but that 
“love thinketh no evil.” Brother, 
that gets down pretty deep. Do 
you have a suspicion of people’s 
best motives? You may know a 
lot about the Bible. As I said 
here the other night, you may 
have your dispensations all right 
and your disposition all wrong. 
God is looking on the disposition. 
I have heard a lot of sermons 
about the prodigal who went into 
the far country and got into all 
that trouble, but I think we need 
to do some preaching on the one 
who stayed at home. Not all the 
prodigals today are in the far 
country. Some of them are right 
in church. And they get grouchy 
everytime we rejoice. Every time 
that, spiritually speaking, the 
fatted calf is killed and everybody 
else is having spiritual music and 
dancing, some of these folks can’t 
take it. Why, here was this prodi- 
gal son’s brother at home; he 
never had wandered away from 
home, he hadn’t wasted his fa- 
ther’s money with evil characters. 
He had led an exemplary life 
morally. Here he was at home, 
and when everybody else was 
happy because the prodigal had 
come, here he was. out on_ the 
back porch, grouchy, as though he 
had been born in crab-apple time 
and been brought up on vinegar. 
The Pharisees were that way. 
Jesus was all love and tenderness 
when a sinner came to. Him, a 
sinner who knew he was a sinner. 
For him Jesus never had anything 
but the kindest compassion. But 
let a Pharisee come and those eyes 
would blaze. Now let us get away 
with this milk and water idea 
about Jesus Christ. When these 
old Pharisees came around with 
their hypocrisy Jesus would say, 
“You sepulchres, full of dead 
men’s bones.” : 


Why, I read over here in the 
nineteenth chapter of Luke that 
they had a kind of Methodist 
camp-meeting one time in verse 
37. They were going along at the 
descent of the Mount of Olives 


and the whole multitude of the 


disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for 


all the mighty works they had 


seen, saying, “Blessetl be the King 
that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. Peace m heaven and glory 
in the highest.” And then you 
take a drop. “And some of the 
Pharisees from among the multi- 
tude said unto Him, “Master, re- 
buke thy disciples.” “And he an- 
swered and said unto them, I tell 
you that, if these should hold their 
peace, the stones would immedi- 
ately cry out.” They had that 
spirit in Jesus’ day. We have al- 
ways had it. We have them in 
our churches. When A. J. Gordon 
was pastor of that great church 
in Boston, a petition was circu- 


lated one day. As they brought. 


it to Gordon, that great godly 
giant man of God that he was, he 
looked at the signatures. “Yes,” 
he said, “The same old bunch, 
figure-heads, sore-heads, and dead- 
heads.” . You have them always. 


A Critical, Unbelieving Atti- 
tude Is Sin 


You know, I wonder sometimes 
whether we haven’t gotten to the 
unfortunate place today in this 
land of Bible teaching that we 
have developed our critical fac- 
ulties to a razor-edge, and our 
believing faculties are pretty dull. 
We need to be more like children 
and less like analysts when we 
hear the Word of God. You gen- 
erally get what you go after. If 
you start out with a microscope 
looking for trouble, you will find 
trouble. If you go out with a 
bread-basket for a blessing you 
will get a blessing. What have 
you brought to church tonight? 
Did you bring your bread-basket 
for some food, or a microscope in- 
wardly looking for something to 
complain about? I have known 
church members who would go to 
listen to the preacher almost hop- 
ing they would hear something to 
complain about, and go away dis- 
appointed if they didn’t! They 
would go to hear some preacher 
and hope they would hear a little 
modernism. Even fundamentalists 
do it sometime, soe they can 
grumble, and then they looked as 
if they had been gypped if they 
didn’t hear it. Ah, the critical 
faculty—God help us to have a 
believing faculty! We have a 
tendency today even among funda- 
mentalists to low-rate. I use that 
word. Perhaps it is not a very 
eloquent word. We low-rate every 
movement of God’s Spirit. We 
have a tendency to look down 
when some brother relates a glow- 
ing experience. Sometimes we 
look a bit shame-faced when some 
brother gets up to tell us that God 
has healed him, and God does heal 
some people suddenly and wonder- 
fully—not everybody. Sometimes 
we have a cynical doubt if a man 


starts a new work for God. And‘: 


if we hear of some new preacher 
somewhere who has the power of 
God on him, we take it all with 
a grain of salt and say, “Well, 
yes, but—.” If we hear of a new 
revival that has broken out, we 
run it down mentally inside. We 
wouldn’t tell anybody so, but our 
attitude is, “Yes, but.” There is 
not the willingness to accept and 
believe the best. You know you 
can get dangerously near to 
ascribing the work of God to the 
devil. That is what the Pharisees 
did. It is an awful sin. 

Dear old Andrew Murray, that 
great saint of God, was in a re- 
vival in South Africa. There they 
were at prayer and actually there 
was the sound as of a mighty wind 
and everybody was brought low 


before God. Murray wasn’t in the 
first meeting. He came to the 
next one and tried to rebuke the 
people. He thought it was emo- 
tionalism. And an old minister 
came up to him and said, “Now 
you had better be careful, brother. 
This is of God.” And even as 
saintly a man as Andrew Murray 
was, he had to revise his attitude. 
Sometimes we come to church and 
tuck way what we héar with 
mental reservations. Sometimes I 
go to Bible Conferences and I 
have an uncomfortable feeling 
that a lot of people out there are 
smiling and saying, “I have heard 
all that.” Do you know that will 
hinder a revival more than all the 
outright opposition. Paul was 
stoned to death at Lystra, 

he went back. They just smil 
him out of court at Athens and 
he never went back. He had no 
time to waste on that bunch. 
Curiosity seekers! He never went 
back to Athens. He could go back 
where they nearly killed him. 
That was opposition. He would 
rather face opposition than this 
courteous, smiling indifference. 
That is the worst thing that the 
gospel is up against today. The 
sins of the spirit. Sometimes we 
are proud of our. separation. 
Sometimes we get exalted about 
our humility. 


A few months ago I was with a 
brother in a church. He said, 
“Brother, here our trouble is 
pride.” Why there are so many 
people in churches today who seem 
to think that the church is a club: 
He said, “I brought a family into 
this church from the wrong side 
of the railroad track. They got 
saved, gloriously saved. The day 
they were received, some of my 
members said, “Where did you 
ever get that crowd?” And they 
called it a church! How do you 
think Jesus felt when He came to 
seek and to save all that was lost? 


Murmuring, Grumbling, A 
Sin of The Spirit 


And then there is the sin of 
murmuring. Did you know that 
the Bible has an awful lot to say 
about that? You get a good run- 
ning start over there in Exodus 
17:7, the sin of Massah and Meri- 
bah, where the Israelites grum- 
bled. You go through Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
and you just keep reading, “They 
murmur “they murmured,” 
“they murmured,” “they grumbled 
against Moses.” They said, “Did 
you bring us out here to starve 
to death?” They murmured. And 
then you get over into the Psalms 
and you haven’t got past it yet. 
They tempted God in their heart 
by asking meat for their lusts, yea, 
they spake against God, they said, 
“Couldn’t God furnish a table in 
the wilderness?” Now I read in 
Exodus 17:7 that their sin was 
this: they said, ‘Is the Lord among 
us, or not?” My, what a text 
that is! That was the attitude of 
people then. They said, “Why, it 
doesn’t look as if God were here.” 
Did you ever say that in your 
life? Things were going against 
you and you were having a hard 
time—did you ever find yourself 
complaining and saying, “Is the 
Lord with me, or not?” 

I go over there in Corinthians 
and you remember almost a whole 
chapter in I Corinthians is taken 
up with this very business. The 
tenth chapter of I Corinthians tells 
us that the Israelites were idol- 
aters, fornicators; “neither let us 
tempt Christ, as some of them also 
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tempted, and were destroyed of 
serpents. Neither murmur ye, as 
some of them also murmured, and 
were destroyed of the destroyer.” 
Now listen. ‘Now all these things 
happened unto them for en- 
samples: and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come. 
Wherefore let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 
All of that was for our instruc- 
tion. They murmured and they 
suffered. Is there anybody in the 
church tonight who is an inward 
complainer 7 Have you been 
grumbling against God? #£=He 
promised to be with you and yet 
you are saying, “Is the Lord with 
me, or not?” We doubt His pres- 
| We doubt His providence. 

read over there in Hebrews— 
why, you just keep on running 
across that grumbling:—Hebrews 
3:7-19 you have it again, “Harden 
not your hearts, as in the provoca- 
Se aeaee when your fathers 
tempted me, proved me, and saw 
my works forty years... .” 
was it that didn’t enter into the 
rest? It was the crowd who 
grumbled. But there was one man 
who didn’t grumble. It was Caleb. 
And it says, “He had another 
spirit.” I love that. Only two 
men, got over into the promised 
land of all that bunch; Caleb and 
Joshua. They had another spirit. 
You will never get into the 
promised land—I am not talking 
about Heaven, I am talking about 
Canaan and the victorious Chris- 
tian—you will never get there if 
you are a grumbler. They didn’t. 
| You won’t either. “Do all things 
| without murmurings and disput- 


| ings” (Phil. 2:14). Now when the 
spies came back Caleb said, “You 
go over and take the land. It is 
true they have big cities and 
giants, but we can do it.” “But 
the ten said, “It can’t be done.” 
They said, “We are as grasshop- 
pers in their sight, and in our 
sight.” And Caleb and Joshua 
said, “Oh, yes we can because God 
is with us.” 


When Moody went to England 
the first time on that great evan- 
gelistic campaign, Moody wasn’t 
educated. My, those Scot and 
English theologians came out to 
hear him, and poor Moody didn’t 
pronounce a lot of words right. 
Somebody said, “Moody, what did 
you do? How did you feel when 
all those big folks came out?” 
He said, “They looked like grass- 
hoppers.” Now! he didn’t mean 
that in the wrong way. But he 
went over there in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. And brother, 
they looked like grasshoppers! 
When a preacher waits on God 
and gets his message from God, 
he doesn’t care what notables are 
in the audience. If he has the 
liberty of the Holy Spirit, he 
doesn’t mind that. They look like 
grasshoppers. And all the devil’s 
crowd too will look like that to 
you if you are in the Lord. We 
have got to.watch these murmur- 
ings against God. We have got 
to say, “We can do it.” 

My friends, if you _ believe 
Romans 8:28, you haven’t any 
business to be grumbling. If all 
things work together for good, 
how can you ever take a turn for 
the worst, if you are in the will 
of God? You can’t doit. “Sister 
So. and So took a turn for the 
worst.” 


Who. 


else and we apply it that way. 
But we don’t say, “Now where 
does it fit my life? Is it irritabil- 
ity? Is it a tendency to judge 
people? What is it?” Having 
therefore’ these promises—what 
promises? Well, you know what 
they are. They are there in that 
sixth chapter. God says, “Sepa- 
rate yourselves and I will be a 
Father unto you.” Does the 
fatherhood of God depend on sepa- 
ration? No. That is not what 
He said. The fatherhood of God 
depends on the new birth. If we 
are born again, He is our Father. 
He is not saying that if we sepa- 
rate ourselves, God becomes our 
Father. He is saying, “I can’t be 
a Father to you as I want to be 
until you separate yourself. I 
cannot shower all the blessings of 
fatherhood upon you. . Separate 
yourselves and I will be a Father 
to you.” 

Sometimes there are people who 
have fathers on earth but their 
fathers are not’ able to be fathers 
to them. That is what God is 
saying. Now is God able to do 
what He wants to do to you to- 
night? He can’t if you don’t sepa- 
rate yourselves. I know a dear 
brother who has. been a mission- 
ary. He said when he was a boy 
that his father died under very 
tragic and awful circumstances. 
He said, “I will never forget when 
that old country doctor came up 
to my room and said, “Son, your 
father is dead.”. He said, “I was 
a Christian. I knew the Lord. 
But the shock of that was almost 
too much.” He said, “I grabbed 
my Bible. I let it fall open and 
I said, ‘Lord, if you ever did let a 
Bible fall open to a verse, help 
me, let it do so. I have no father.’ ” 
He said, “It fell open to this verse, 
‘Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, and will be 
a Father unto you.’” He said 
that was what led him to separa- 
tion. It says, “Let us cleanse our- 
selves. Cleanse your hands, ye 
sinners; and purify your hearts, 
ye double minded.” ‘Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his 
way?” “Cleanse thou me from 
secret faults.” 


How do you do it? We can't 
cleanse ourselves. No, but we can 
make use of the means of grace. 
“If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” 


And then you can feed on the' 


Word of God and hide it in your 
heart that you might not sin 
against God. And you. will be 
clean through the Word, perfect- 
ing holiness in the fear of God. 
We are not perfect yet and we 
won't be here, but we can be on 
our way. “Follow peace with all 
men, and holiness without which 
no man can see the Lord.” Now 
you never have perfect peace with 
all men, but you are to follow it. 
You never have perfect holiness, 
but you are to follow it. I would 
rather aim at perfection and not 
attain it than to aim at imperfec- 
tion and be satisfied with it. I 
wish our church members today 
were as afraid of unholiness as a 
lot of them are afraid of holiness. 


Now. I think this is what keeps 
back our revivals. I think this 
is why sinners do not crowd 
churches seeking the way of sal- 
vation. I think it is the sins of 
the saints. I think it is very often 
the sins of the spirit. 


Let us bow our heads in a word 
of prayer. Will you, by the grace 


(Continued from page one) 


You cannot say that we are 
alike morally. We are not all on 
the same moral level. Some of 
us are good. Some of us are bad. 
Some of us are indifferent. Some 
of us are big sinners. Some of 
us are little sinners. Some of us 


fare inbetween sinners. Some of 


us are young sinners. Some of us 
are old sinners. Some of us are 
middle-aged sinners. 


You: certainly cannot say that 
we are as one religiously. Some 
of us are Methodists. Some of us 
are Baptists. Some of us are 
Christian Reformed. Some 
are Nazarene, some Pentecostal, 
some Presbyterian, some Luther- 
an, some Evangelical, some Inter- 
denominational, some Non-denom- 
inational (which is not true, 
because there is not any such 
thing as non-denominational). 
Some are _ super-denominational. 
Some are sub-denominational. 
Some are ex-denominational. 


But, spiritually, we are all on 
exactly the same level. We are 
all in exactly the same category. 


I heard a preacher say one 
time (and in parrot fashion I re- 
peated it after him for years until 
I knew better), “There are two 
classes of people in this world, 
the saint and the sinner.” That 
is just not quite true. There is 
one class of people in this world— 
sinners. Some of us are sinners 
saved by grace. Some of us are 
sinners standing in the need of 
grace. Wait a minute now—that 
is not right. We are all sinners 
standing in the need of grace, be- 
cause even after we are saved, 
we still need God's grace. As a 
matter of fact, with all of our 
boasting, with all of our achieve- 
ments, with all of our accomplish- 
ments, with all of our advance- 
ment, with all of our civilization, 
we are identically in the same 
place spiritually as were Adam 
and Eve when they were driven 
out of the Garden of Eden. We 
have not made one single, solitary 
step forward by ourselves spiritu- 
ally. We have all sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. 


WE WERE BORN SINNERS 
That is bitterly true on three 


‘ 


spoken to you, will you slip up 
your hand and say, “Brother 
Havner, not you, but the Holy 
Spirit has spoken to me tonight. 


I do realize that I need to cleanse 


myself from filthiness of the spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. Pray for me that I will get 
right with God about the sins of 
the spirit.” Is there anybody who 
will lift a hand on that? God 
bless you. Yes. Many of you. 
Now I hope the rest of us are in 
such a spiritual condition that it 
is not necessary to lift your hand. 
You are the judge. 


Our heavenly Father, right now 
we ask Thee to make us to con- 
tinue to be very reverent and 
thoughtful before Thee. Here a 
number have raised their hands, 
saying, “God has spoken to me. 
I am: guilty.” Father, help us to 
go through with this matter to- 
night. It wouldn’t be enough just 
to admit it unless we came to the 
Lord, confess and claim the cleans- 
ing blood. _And oh, we have 
that blessed privilege tonight. God, 
help us to do it. 


‘Standing with bowed heads, let 


|us sing over again what you sang 


a moment ago, 


“Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly 
whole : 


my soul. | 
Break down every idol, cast out 
Wash me and I shall be whiter 


than snow.” 


“TF SOLDIER DIES IN 
BATTLE, WILL HE GO... 


counts, for three reasons. The 
first reason is that, according to 
Scripture, we were all born in sin. 
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 
and in sin did my mother conceive 
me.” “The wicked are estranged 
from. the womb: they go astray as 
soon as they be born, speaking 


lies” covers everyone of us. No 


good thing can come from the 
flesh. The flesh is evil and every- 
thing that stems from the flesh 
is evil together with the flesh. 
Science is just beginning to come 
within telescope distance of the 
Bible, when it comes to this mat- 
ter of heredity. The Bible teaches 
that the sins of the fathers shall 
be visited on the children, yea 
unto the third and fourth genera- 
tions. Now, biologists and psychol- 
ogists are just beginning to teach 
that not only family traits are 
inherited but, listen carefully, 
national,—and even that is not 
enough, so they go on to say 


racial traits, are inherited. The 
Jew has characteristics that the 
Gentile does not have. There are 
sins that the Frenchman is guilty 
of that to the American would 
be repulsive. There are sins that 
the American engages in that the 
Frenchman would never commit. 
We are just beginning to find out 


that the Bible knew what it was 
talking about when it said that 
we were all shapen in iniquity and 
conceived in sin. 


That is the first step. There 
is no exception to that. Put a 
uniform on a man’s back, put a 
high-priced suit of clothes from 
Capper & Capper on him, put a 
naval cap or an army cap on a 
man, put bars on his shoulders, 
put five stars across his helmet,— 
the fact that he was born in sin 
still remains. He was born in sin. 
There is no way of changing that. 
‘There is no way of avoiding it. 
So, I say to you that putting on 
one’s country’s uniform does not 
change the fact that we were born 
in sin. Keeping one’s country’s 
uniform off, living a civilian life, 
doesn’t change the fact that we 
were born in sin. 

WE HAVE ALL ENGAGED IN 
SIN 
Second, the Bible definitely and 
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specifically teaches that we have 
all engaged in sin. “There is no 
man that-sinneth not.” “There is 
none righteous, no, not one.” We 
have all practiced sin. We have 
all done wrong. We have all com- 
mitted transgressions. We have 
all violated God’s requirements, 
volitionally, consciously, mali- 
ciously, unconstrainedly, at least 
uncoercedly, uncompelledly, we 
have all broken God’s laws. 


Putting on one’s Gountry’s uni- 
form does not change the fact 
that we have all broken God's 
law. The mere fact that a man 
dons his country’s uniform does 
not change the fact that he has 
committed sin, The uniform can- 
not take away the record of the 
sins in the life of that person. 
Leaving off the uniform does not 
help in this matter either. There 


is no difference. There is nothing 


We can say; there is nothing we 


-can do; there is no place we can 


go; there are no activities in 
which we can engage; there are 
no sins that we can give up; there 
is no service that we can render; 
there are no sacrifices that we 
can make; there is no surrender 
in which we can engage; there 
is no dedication in which we can 
devote ourselves to God, that will 
change the fact that we have all 
already sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. There is no 
difference. 


GOD MUST PUNISH ALL 
AND ALL SINNERS 


But, let us go on. There’s one 
more thing in this text. That is: 
there is no difference, not only 
in the fact that we were all born 
in sin, that we have all practiced 
sin; but also there is no difference 
in the teaching, of the Word of 
God that God Almighty will pun- 


SIN 


ish sin by death which is . the }« 


wages of sin. 


Let a man put on his country’s 
uniform, let a-woman put on her 
country’s uniform, .let them go 
out into the flaming jaws of death 
and die a heroic death, it still 


obtains that the wages of sin is 


death, that the soul that sinneth 
it shall die. The uniform cannot 
change that. Neither can civilian 
clothes in the slightest affect this 
eternal, divine dictum. 


Now, put those three things to- 
gether, and what have you? You 
have a terrible indictment. You 
have an awful, blood-chilling proc- 
lamation. You have a fearful, eter- 
nal truth. This indictment, this 
proclamation, this bitter truth are 
for all and upon all, without ex- 
ception, without escape, without 
excuse. They are written. across 
the horizon of every mortal life. 
They. are recorded in the just 
archives of God’s holiness. 


If civilian clothes or military 


-uniform cannot change- the. fact 


that we were all born in sin, that 
we have all: minned, that God .must 


‘by His law punish sin, I say to 


you that a soldier who dies in a 
battle without the Lord Jesus 
Christ is as a_sinner,—in hell. 
There is no way out of it. A civil- 
ian who dies on the streets of 
Chicago, or Fort Worth, or New 
York, or anywhere else, is a sin- 
ner in the burning, bottomless, 
flaming, eternal torment of a 
devil’s Hell, 


But, thank God, the text doesn’t 
stop there. It goes on and says, 
“Being justified freely by _ his 
grace through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus: whom 
God has set forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith. in his shed 
blood for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the for- 
pearance of God; that he might 
be just, and the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus.” So, I 
hasten on to assure every one of 
you, not by my feelings, not by 
my thoughts, not by my hopes, 
but by the Word of God, that 
there is no difference in salvation, 
—not only in damnation, but in 
salvation. 


NO DIFFERENCE IN THE 
WORD OF SALVATION 


There is no difference in salva- 
tion. First, there is no difference 
in the word of salvation. “The 
Word is nigh. thee, even in thy 
mouth and in thy heart, that is, 
the word of faith which we 
preach.” What is the Bible? The 
Word of God. The man in mili- 
tary uniform, the woman in mili- 
tary uniform, the man in the 
civilian clothes, the woman in 
civilian clothes, if they are going 
to be saved, are going to be saved 
on the terms of God’s Gospel, by 
the Word of God. They are not 
going to be saved in any other 
way. Not at all! Not at all! 


I héard Brother Sheriff, some 
of you also heard him over the 
radio, -read a statement from a 
soldier who was converted in the 
Victory Center over the week-end. 
The soldier said this, listen to the 
awtulness of it, “TI did ‘not know 
I was not a Christian. Before I 
left home I was baptized, and I 
thought I was all right.” No, my 
friend, there is only one word of 
salvation and that is the Word of 
God,—the blessed Book,—the rev- 
elation in this volume that I hold 
up before you, the only revelation 
that we know of,—the only reve- 
lation there ever has been or ever 
will be from God to man. 


NO DIFFERENCE IN THE 
WORK OF SALVATION 


Second, there is no difference 


not only in the word of salvation 


but there is no difference in the 
work of salvation. Hear this. Let 
it‘ trouble your hearts! Let it 
torture your souls! Let it make 
your minds throb with pain, as 
it does mine. “There is none 
other name under heaven given 
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SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


.. 214. West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Ill, 


BOOKLET NOW! 


Comes! 
by 


durable peace. Church 


not have it within his power to 


ere is 
— presentation of truth 
F sanagecls in doctrine,” 


SEAN 


among men by which we must be 
saved.” “Without the shedding of 
blood is no remission.” “Without 
faith it is impossible to please 
Him.” “Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” 


I have two brothers across the 
waters in Europe, one is a Ser- 
geant, the other a. Private, one 
in communications, the other in 
the infantry, slugging along 
against the Germans. I have a 
father and a mother. I have two 
other brothers, and one sister. 
They are not Christians. Oh, my 
soul! They are good. They are 


‘clean. They rarely drink. They 


smoke a little. They have never 
been in jail. They pay their debts. 
They are as decent as many 
church members that I know, but 
oh, my soul, without Christ they 
are lost! They are doomed! They 
are dead! Pray for them with me. 
Jews though they are, of the 
covenant people, of the seed of 
Abraham, they need Him whose 
blood was spilt for them on Cal- 
vary’s Cross. The work of -the 
Crucified One alone can save them 
from the wrath of God. 


NO DIFFERENCE IN THE WAY 
OF SALVATION 


Not only is there no difference 
in the word of salvation, not only 
is there no difference in the work 
of salvation, but, beloved, there 
is no difference in the way of 
salvation. 

You may join the church and be 
damned. A preacher may stand 
up before a battalion of troops 
and say, “You are going out to 
fight for democracy and for God. 
If you die in battle for your coun- 
try, you are going to Heaven.” 
But that is not what the Bible 
says. “I tell you, Nay: but,-except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” (Luke 13:3.) “Except ye 
be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall in no wise enter 
into the kingdom of _ heaven.” 
(Matt. 18:3.) No, there is just 
one way of salvation. It is by 
repentance towards God and faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. © 


ONLY ONE FORM OF 
APPROPRIATION 


Now my last word. I have 
preached long enough and you 
have been patient long enough. 
Not only is there no difference 
in condemnation, because we were 
all born sinners, because we have 
all practiced sin, because God 
must punish all sin and all sin-' 
ners; not only is there no differ- 
ence in salvation, in the word of 
salvation, in the work of salva- 
tion, in the way of salvation, but 
thank God, there is no difference 
in appropriation, there is no dif- 
ference in what we must do to 
apply that salvation to our damna- 
tion. There is no difference in 
what the military or the civilian 
must do, there is no difference 
in what the Jew or the Gentile, 
the young or the old, must do 
to step out of sin into salvation, 
from Satan to the Saviour, from 
death unto life, from Hell to 
Heaven. What: is that condition? 
What ‘is that form of appropria- 
tion? What is the way of the 
cross which leads home? What 
is the bridge across Hell? What 
is the condition that God has set 
out before us by which He must 
save us, and by which we shall 
be saved? 

Again to my text—“for there is 
no difference: for all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of 
God; being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood . 

That is God’s condition :-—faith in 
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Not faith in our wonderful cause, 
not faith in our great country, not 
faith in democracy, not faith in 
the church, least of all, faith in 
ourselves, not even faith in the 
history of Jesus Christ. I told 
you, and I say again, the majority 
of people believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God, who died for their 
sins, and yet they are going to 
Hell. There must be that faith 


in the shed blood of Jesus Christ 
which constrains you to come and 
say as you look up into the dying 
face of Jesus, “Lord, You died 


for me too, have mercy on me a 
sinner.” 


Some days ago in a military 
hospital a young officer who had 
been thrown from his horse dur- 
ing an attack of some kind, was 
stretched out on his bed. He didn’t 
know how sick he was. They had 
not told him. But he was pretty 
sick. He felt awfully miserable. 
The nurses came and went. The 
doctors examined him. They gave 
him this kind of medicine, and 
the other kind of medicine. They 
bandaged him here, and taped him 
somewhere else. One afternoon to 
his horror, the ward nurse brought 
a screen and put it around his 
bed. Do you know what that 
means in a hospital? That is bad. 
It is plumb bad. It is hopelessly 
bad! It means the person behind 
the screen is dying. The boy knew. 
it. 


He was asleep when they put 
the screen around him. He had 
not realized he was so sick. When 
he woke up and saw that screen, 
panicky terror engulfed. him for a 
while. He began to think back 
on his life. He was a rich man’s 
son. He thought of his father, of 
his mother, of his brothers, of his 
sister. He thought of his school- 
ing, of his work He was not -mar- 
ried. He thought of his games, 
how he had invested his life to 
become a great polo player. He 
thought of the few times he had 
gone to church. He thought of 
the little attention he had given 
to his soul. Now here he was with 
the screen of death around him. 
They had put that screen around 
him. He knew he was going to 
die. There was no hope for him. 
He tossed about. He twisted and 
turned. He was left alone. Nobody 
came. There was that screen, with 


hovering over it..Suddenly in this 
awful torture, as he kept on toss- 
ing from side to side, he noticed 
above. the screen on the wall op- 
posite his bed, a sign which said, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and IL. will 
give you rest.” Again and again, 
and yet again, he read the text. 
It burned into his soul. He closed 
his eyes. He opened them. again, 
staring at the text with its won- 
derful invitation, its appeal, its 
challenge, its hope, its comfort, 
its encouragement. 


“Lord,” he said, “I have left 
you’ out thus far, but if there is 
any hope for me, have mercy on 
me a sinner. I am weary and 
heavy laden. I am labouring and 
I do not know the way. Save me, 
for Christ’s sake.” He kept on 
praying. Somehow the peace of 
God which passeth all understand- 
ing stole into his soul, as he trust- 
ed Jesus then and there. 


Late that evening with the 
shadows falling in the room, the 
nurse came rushing in. She pushed 
the screen aside, folded 
gether, stood in front of the officer 
and said, “Sir, I am so sorry, I 
know I have startled you. I know 
I have caused you pain. The 
screen was not supposed to be put 
around your bed at all. We made 
a mistake. You are not very sick. 
You are not going to. die.” 


The man raised himself on his 
elbow and said, “Nurse, thank 
God that you put that screen 


piece of work you have ever done 
in your life. You have brought me 
to Jesus.” 

Oh my friends, God Almighty 
has put a screen around you. The 
screen of the shot and shell, the 
screen of the screaming charges 
of the Japanese bayonets, the des- 
perate counter-attacks of the Ger- 
mans. God is warning you through 
this bloody carnage. The death 
angel is lifting his heavy wings 
above everyone of you. There is 
the screen. You are going to die! 
But facing it is the blood-stained 
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, 


of grace and salvation written in 
the crimson agony of God’s Son, 


the death angel’s wings seemingly| 


it to-|~ 


around my bed. It is the greatest 


with the assurance of God’s offer| 


saying to you, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
be saved.” The choice is yours, 


whether you will have condemna- 
tion or commendation; whether 
you will have damnation or salva- 
tion. The Devil thinks he has you 
in a corner. There are your sins. 
You cannot help yourself. But by 
one move, by one move, by one 
step, by one gesture, you can beat 
the Devil. He is not nearly as 
strong as he pretends to be. He 
is a whipped dog. You can defeat 
him forever right here to-night. 
How? Accept Christ Jesus as 
your personal Saviour. Just say, 
“Yes, Lord, have mercy on me a 
sinner.” God will do the rest. May 
the Lord in His infinite me 
grant you the grace of repentanigg) 
and faith. For Jesus’ sake. Amen,” 
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Send $1.00 and we will enroll you 
in the Scripture Witness League 
and mail dp §00 Tracts. Send for 
samples of our new Victory Tract 


for service men, very attractive 
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HEAR THIS EVANGELIST, EDITOR, 
BIBLE TEACHER, AT WINONA LAKE 
CONFERENCE ON EVANGELISM JULY 15-2! 


Nothing Else Like It in America 


By Evangelist Robert J. 
Wells, Associate Editor 


Dr. John R. Rice of Wheaton, 
Illinois, famous evangelist, author, 
Bible teacher, and editor of “THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD,” will be 
one of the main speakers at the 
Winona Lake CONFERENCE ON 
EVANGELISM. He will bring 
veral messages during the week 
d will be on the grounds at 
every session. 


Evangelism Is The Great, Consum- 
ing, Passion Of His* Life 
Dr. Rice is a man of varied 
talents and many interests, but 
anyone who knows him will say 
without a moment’s hesitation, 
that the great consuming passion 
of his life is evangelism. Years 
ago Dr. Rice dedicated his life to 


.the Lord for the purpose of prov- 


ing that we can still have great, 
large-scale, mass. revivals. Practi- 
cally his every effort from that 
time has been directed toward this 
great objective of his life. 


A Great Soul Winner 


Although Dr. Rice considers 
many things to be important in the 
life of a Christian, he feels that 
soul winning should have the place 
of preeminence. He preaches this, 
and “practices what he preaches.” 
In ‘sermon, in song, in writing 
books, tracts and articles for the 
paper, as in personal work, he is 
always striving to bring lost peo- 
ple to the Saviour. Hundreds of 
people have been brought to Christ 
through his 43 books and booklets, 
and more than 2,000 have written 
him testifying to their conversion 
through his famous tract, “WHAT 
MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?” 
of which three million copies. have 


been. published in the Spe 


language alone. 


Has Definite Convictions About 
Revivals 


Dr. Rice is a man of great and 


positive convictions. This is true 


in the matter of revivals as ‘in: 


everything else. He feels that 
there is ‘a science of revivals, ‘that 
God has certain plans, which if 
followed, will bring revival, and 
that there can be no revival apart 
from following these plans. He 
believes that there must be strong, 
uncompromising preaching against 
sin, that Christians must be right 
with .God before God can bless, 
and that prayer is all-important. 
He often calls for all-night: prayer 
meetings. He believes that the 


# message should be simple, clear, 


full of Scripture, well illustrated, 
given forcefully; yet tenderly, in 
the power of the Lord, and that 
such preaching cannot fail to pro- 
duce results. 

These convictions have been 
tested through the years and are 
proving to be well-founded, be- 


cause Dr. Rice is preaching to. 
‘great crowds and winning thou- 


sands of souls in his revival cam- 
paigns. He has invitations for 
more union campaigns than he can 
accept, and has been forced to 
turn down all single church cam- 
paigns because of his great effec- 
tiveness in city-wide meetings,. _ 
Don’t Fail To Hear Him! 
Though I confess to be some- 
what biased in my opinion, yet, 
there ‘are multiplied thousands 
who will testify to the effective- 
ness of Dr, Rice’s ministry as an 


evangelist, and who will be eter-|D 


nally grateful for his clear, Scrip- 
tural, Bible teaching, and who 
constantly express their gratitude, 
and thus, indicate his popularity 
as an author, and as the editor of 
“THE SWORD OF THE LORD.” 
Hear Other Great Preachers Too! 

The Lord has made it possible 
for us to have the outstanding 
evangelists of America on the pro- 
gram at the Winona Lake OON- 


/gelist of Indianapolis, 


Evangelist John R. Rice, 
D.D., Litt.D. 


FERENCE ON EVANGELISM. 
Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, known 
as America’s foremost evangelist, 
formerly a Jewish lawyer, will 
speak many times; Dr. Bob Jones, 
Sr., the most experienced evangel- 
ist of our time and founder of Bob 
Jones College; Dr. Joe Henry 
Hankins, fervent evangelist of 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas; Dr. Sam 
Morris, internationally known 
evangelist and radio preacher of 
“The Voice of Temperance,” San 
Antonio, Texas; 
nard, evangelist of Montgomery, 
Alabama; Rev. B. R. Lakin, evan- 
Indiana; 
Rev. Jesse M. Hendley, evangelist 
and pastor from East Point, Geor- 
gia; Rev. G. P. Comer, pastor of 
the First Methodist Church, Waco, 
Texas, and widely-known Metho- 


dist evangelist; and the writer will 


make up the list of conference 
speakers. Rev. J. Stratton Shufelt 
will direct the music for the con- 
ference, assisted by Rev. and Mrs. 
Elbert T. Tindley, and other out- 
standing gospel musicians. 


Consult Daily Program Carefully 


The daily Conference Program 
is printed in this issue of the 
paper, together with a Schedule 
of Rates for meals and hotel ac- 
commodations. Please consult 
them carefully, and make your 
plans now to be with us for this 
glorious occasion! 


ACCOMMODATION RATES 
Double 
Rooms 


. Each 

Day (The Inn) $1.50 $ 1.00 

Week (The Inn) .:............. 7.75 5.50 
Day (Winona or West- 

minster Hotels) _............ 1.75 1.25 
Week (Winona or West- 

‘minster Hotels) ............ 10.00 7.50 


With Running Water 


Day (The Inn) 1.90 1.40 
Week | TR eee 11.25 8.00 


t 
minster Hotels) .......... 2.25 1.75 
Week (Winona or West- 


minster Hotels) . 14.060 10.50 
With Connecting Bath 
Day (Winona or West- 
minster ; 2.25 
Week (Winona or West- - 
minster) 19.00 13.00 
With Private Bath , 
Day (Winona or West- 
minster) 3.35 2.60 
Week (Winona or West- 
minster) 20.50 14.00 


With Deluxe Private Bath 


(Winona or West- 
minster) 4.00' 3.00 
Week (Winona or West- 

minster) 25.00 17.50 


Meals are served at the average 
rate of $2.00 per day. Special 
rates for families consisting of two 
adults and two children (two con- 
necting rooms) at The Inn at a 
rate of $19.00 per week, not in- 
cluding meals. The charge for 
children under twelve years is one- 
half that of the regular rate for 


Rev. Rolfe’ Bar-’ 


Pastor's 


(Continued from page one) 


STRAYED AWAY, has become a 
backslider. The loving heart of 
the pastor, the under-shepherd, is 
grieved about the straying sheep. 
Your prayers, your counsel, and 
your teaching may win him back 
to a faithful life and testimony. 


But in some cases after the pastor 


has done his best, it would be 
wise to leave the beautiful pam- 
phiet, THE BACKSLIDER, by 
Evangelist John R. Rice in the 
hands of the erring one. This 
booklet of 24 large pages, with a 
purple printed picture of the 
prodigal son in the arms of his 
father has five chapters, many 
Scriptures, and explains what is 
a backslider, why people back- 
slide, tells the sorrows of back- 
sliding, tells whether the back- 
Slider is saved or lost, and how 
to get back to joy and victorious 
life for God again. How many 
have confessed their sins and re- 
consecrated themselves to Christ 
through this booklet. Every pastor 
Should have some at hand. Price 
10c each, 12 for $1.00. 


YOUNG PEOPLE ARE 
TEMPTED to follow the ways of 
the world with its license and 
lewdness. What is the harm in 
the necking and petting practiced 
by worldly young people? What 
does the Bible teach about ca- 
resses? Why God reserved these 
liberties for married people. The 
dangers in petting, and counsel 
to engaged couples—all these are 
clearly and Scripturally discussed 
in chaste language by Dr. Rice 
in the pamphlet, PETTING AND 
THE SCARLET SIN. Twenty-four 
large pages. Very popular, 40,990 
printed. All young people read it 
gladly. Thousands say they have 
been blessed by it. Price 10c each, 
12 for $1.00. 


SAVED PEOPLE SHOULD BE 
BAPTIZED. Every pastor knows 
some ‘Christians who ought to fol- 
low Christ in baptism. BIBLE 
BAPTISM by Dr. Rice is the 


encourage them to follow Christ’s 
command about baptism. It has 
eight chapters, 64 large pages 
with cover showing John the Bap- 
tist baptizing Jesus. Nothing else 
like it .in print. Clear, Scriptural 
teaching showing that saved 
people ought to be baptized and 
how and why, giving the history 
of baptism, the false teaching of 
Rome, showing that baptism does 
not save. Has led hundreds to be 
baptized. Price 20c each, 6 for 
$1.00. 

CAN ASAVED PERSON EVER 
BE LOST? Many Christians who 
have fallen into sin think they 
have lost salvation. How they 
need Scriptural help to know how 
they stand with God, how to get 
back the joy and peace they have 
lost! How they ‘need to realize 
the wonders of God’s salvation 
purchased by Christ for us,. ever- 
lasting life to those who believe! 
The booklet, CAN A SAVED 
PERSON EVER BE LOST? is 
specially popular, answers ques- 
tion after question, explains the 
Scriptures, has convinced and en- 
lightened many. Pastors often 


an adult. No charge will be made 
for infants. 


those desiring information con- 
cerning them should write direct 
to Dr. Arthur W. McKee, Execu- 
tive Manager, Winona Lake, Indi- 
ana. 


per each adult person is required 
upon request for reservation as a 
Registration Fee. 
' Write us immediately and make 
your reservations without delay. 
Address all communications to: 
Evangelist Robert J. Wells, 
Conference Director 
214 W. Wesley Street 


Wheaton, Illinois 


ideal gift for new converts to ex- |. 
plain this beautiful ordinance and. 


give it to people troubled on this 


Some cottages are available and | 


Registration Fee: A fee of $1. 00 | 


Packet 


question. Twenty-four large pages. 
Price 10c each, 12 for $1.00. 


THE UNEQUAL YOKE by Dr. 
Rice is another pamphlet that 
pastors need. It shows why no 
Christian should marry an uncon- 
verted sinter, shows the danger 
of bad company, the need for a 
separated, clean life not yoked up 
with unbelievers. If you have 
Christians who run with worldly 
people, this pamphlet may save 
them from an unhappy marriage 
or from the ruin that. bad com- 
pany often brings. Twenty-four 
pages, 10c, 12 for $1.00. 

EVERY PASTOR LONGS to 
have at hand something to fit the 
varied needs of unsaved people 
he meets. First, we recommend 
the little booklet of 24 small 
pages entitled WHAT MUST I DO 
TO BE SAVED? Beautifully print- 
ed in brown ink on India tinted 


paper, pictured cover. About three 
million copies have been printed; 
over 2,000 have written to say 
they have found Christ through 
this little gospel message. Has 
decision coupon. Many, many 
Scriptures, clear illustrations. The 
price is 1c each, 100 for $1.00. 


OTHER LOST SINNERS could 
best be reached by the larger 
pamphlet, TRAILED BY A WILD 
BEAST. The beautiful cover pic- 
ture was drawn by a Christian 
artist, and the book is very at- 
tractive. It has two sermons, one 
on “Be Sure Your Sin Will Find 
You Out,” and the other on “Come 
Unto Me.” The careless and indif- 
ferent will read it. It brings con- 
viction and yet tender appeal. 
Price 10c each, 12 for $1.00. 


SOME OTHER LOST PEOPLE 
ought to have the larger pam- 
phlet of 40 pages on HELL— 
WHAT THE .BIBLE SAYS 
ABOUT IT. There are six chap- 
ters. This is specially good for 
the scoffer, those led astray by 
false doctrine, and hardened sin- 


(Continued on page seven) 


JOIN THE SWORD 


Retail 


SAVE MONEY! 
GET FREE BOOKS! 


READ THE VERY BEST BOOKS 
SELECTED BY AMERICA’S 
OUTSTANDING CHRISTIAN LEADERS! 


Selling Book for only $2.50 


— 
and receive FREE! 
(for new meinbers only) * 


Either one of these great books for joining 


<—— THIS 


“Prayer: Asking and 
Receiving.” 


BOOK CLUB NOW! 
Our JUNE Selection 


. the greatest war book 
from the Christian point of 
view that has been written.” 


John W. Bradbury, D.D. 
Editor, Watchman- Examiner 
National Baptist Paper 


“The 


Leathernecks 
Come Through” 


by Chaplain W. Wyeth Willard 
U. S. Naval Reserve 


Buy This Popular, 
Fascinating, Best- 


the Sword Book Club 


$1.50 


price 


Retail 
price 


OR THIS—> 


5 “The Coming King- 
74 dom of Christ.” 


$1.25 | 


1. Free Membership 
chi ou ri SWORD BOOK 
NEWS, published exclusive- 
fos members. Notifies you in 
advance of Monthly Selection and 
other sound Christian books. 
2, Only Sound and trustworth 
Fog aoa are recommend 


3. Bi : 
se Ra Best Seller when you _join. 
b. Another great standard Chris- 
tian book with each fourth book 


SWORD BOOK CLUB, 


offered to new members which 


purchas 


FIVE GREAT BENEFITS TO THOSE WHO JOIN 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


214 W. Weer Home: ‘Wheaton, Illinois. 


Plea member. I enclose 
“THE oe ATHERNECKS COME THROUGH” together 
have indicated below. 


agree 
least four monthly book selections from the Club i full -year I am a 
member, and I may cancel my subscription to the: book 

ing four books from the Club. 


bought. 

c. Special discounts on “double se- 
lection” purchases and _ special 
features. 

d. We pay all postage and ship- 
ping charges. 

4. Books Selected by America’s Out- 

_ gtanding Christian Leaders. 

5. Buy Only the ks you want. 
Reject any book or select. substi- 
tute. You only agree to buy four 
monthly selections, 


$2.50 for which I am to receive 
with the premium 
For every four 


club any time after 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 15, 1945 


Sin? 


(Continued from page one) 
doubtless, an evangelism with no 
don’ts in it, no preaching against 
sin. He has heretofore plainly 
gone on record against any 
preaching which denounces sin. 
Some time ago a famous preacher, 
a Bible teacher, wrote me about 
a suggested code for evangelists, 
and wanted me to add the state- 
ment that evangelists should never 


discuss worldly amusements and 


modern sins since he had found 
that often displeased the people 
and made them dislike evangel- 
ists! 


Some pastors frankly admit 
that there needs to be preaching 
against sin, sharp, plain Bible 
preaching to bring conviction, to 
lead sinners to repentance and 
God’s people to renunciation of 
the things of the world and a holy 
life: yet they sometimes are un- 
willing to suffer the odium and 
criticism that comes on a preacher 
who rebukes sin. Such pastors 
have often wanted an evangelist 
to do what they themselves felt 
unable to do or unwilling to do. 


Other preachers who do not 
have the courage or the conviction 
or the devotion to preach hard 
against sin rationalize and excuse 
their failure. Sometimes they pre- 
tend that love and kindness of 
heart prevent them from preach- 
ing against sin..They do not want 
to ‘hurt their testimony’ by of- 
fending anybody! How much nicer 


such preachers are than Jesus| 


Christ Himself, who preached so 
plainly against sin! Other preach- 
ers, following that small modern 
cult of ultra-dispensationalists, say 
that it was proper to preach 
against sin up to the time of 


‘Why Preach Against 


John the Baptist; but that now, in 
this dispensation there is no need 
for repentance but only faith, no 


..| need for preaching against sin but 


only preaching the grace of God. 
That position is akin to that of 
the Christian Scientists who say 


that “man is the unfallen son of 
God,” that there is no such thing 
as sin, that “sin is only the error 
of mortal mind.” That position is 
akin also to- that of the modern- 
ists, the liberals, the Bible-denying 
unbelievers who say parents must 
never whip their children, must 
never say no, that repression may 
cause serious complexes, etc. Ac- 
tually, no preacher is true to God 
and the Bible and his ordination 
vows, true to his congregation if 


jhe does not plainly preach what 


the Bible says about sin and its 
inevitable punishment and conse- 
quences. 


But this question is at the very 
foundation of all human society. 
If a preacher should never say 
don’t, then a parent should never 
say don’t, a teacher should never 
say don’t, a government should 
never say don’t! If the preacher 
should not be against sin, then 
the policeman on the corner 
ought not to be against sin and 
America ought not to be against 
Hitler and God ought not to send 
sinners to Hell! This matter of 
opposing sin, of warning against 
sin, has to do with the duty of 
every person in authority any- 
where. How important then for 
preachers of the Gospel to plainly 
and boldly preach the word of 
God, to “reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doc- 
trine” (II Tim. 4:2). 


I will show you that preachers 
ought to preach against sin first, 
because Christians are against sin, 
God is against sin, the Bible is 
against sin, the churches are 
against sin, and the moral con- 
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sciences of even unsaved people 
are against sin. Second, preachers 
should preach against sin because 
to teach or preach all the Bible 
necessarily involves preaching and 
teaching that part which de- 
nounces sins, particular _ sins. 
Third, because the Bible plainly 
commands preachers to preach 
against sin. Fourth, because Bible 
preachers, including the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, preached against sin. 
Fifth, because preaching against 
sin brings revival of Christians 
and salvation of sinners. 


I, Every Preacher Should 
PREACH Against Sin Be- 
cause He Must BE 
Against Sin 


God Almighty is against sin. 
That is axiomatic. How could a 
preacher be for God and not -be 
against sin? The Bible is against 
sin. The worst atheist who ever 
lived cannot deny that the moral 
code of the Bible is the finest ever 
conceived, and that the Bible is 
against all iniquity. Then the 
preacher who preaches the Bible 
must be against iniquity. Chris- 
tianity is against sin. Every 
preacher necessarily has to be 
against sin if he is for God and 
righteousness. How would any 
lost sinner have confidence in a 
preacher who was not definitely 
against sin? So as a matter of 
being honest, as representing God, 
and the Bible, and the church, and 
representing his own convictions, 
every preacher must preach 
against sin. 


Lot down in Sodom would have 
had the respect of the Sodomites 
if he had hated their sin and 
openly denounced them and broken 
with them. But when Lot called 
the wicked in Sodom his brethren 
and dwelt among them, compro- 
mising with them, they despised 
him. This world has no confidence 
in any kind of Christianity that 
is not against wrong, against un- 
righteousness, against the bad and 
the wicked things that men and 
women do, 


In Waxahachie, Texas, I 
preached in a large revival cam- 
paign in which hundreds of 
people were converted. I preached 
so hard against sin that some pas- 
tors of the city criticized me 
severely. _at was during prohibi- 
tion days, and I preached boldly 
against the grocers who sold malt 
for making home brew, against 
the druggists who carried whis- 
key, and the doctors who pre- 
scribed it to people who were not 
sick. I even collected evidence 
and read the names of bootlegging 
doctors and read from the pulpit 
the names of bootlegging doctors. 
Yet, though preachers thought I 
was too sensational, drunkards 
flocked to hear me and many were 
saved. One man. who had spent 


five years in the state penitentiary | 
‘f}on a conviction as a bootlegger, 


selling wine to college students, 
sent for me to come to see him. 
He gvas sick with heart trouble 
and the doctor told him he had 
not long to live. He told me that 
he wanted some preacher who was 
honest and who was against sin 


| to come and tell him how to get 


right with God. He was wonder- 
fully saved, and in a few months 
he went home to Heaven, a res 
deemed ‘sinner. That is an illus- 
tration of the fact that even the 
unconverted, even outrageous sin- 
ners themselves know that a 
preacher ought to be against sin 
and ought to say so. There is a 
fundamental hypocrisy in any man 
who pretends to be for God and 


is not against the devil, is not 


against sin. 

As a boy, I often attended a 
Methodist church, and I was 
greatly impressed with the sol- 
emn vows that adult converts 
took when they were received into 
membership. They vowed to “re- 


nounce the devil and all his 


works.” Why-should not every- 


| body who wants to do right be 


against sin? And why should not 
those who are against sin say so? 
Particularly why should God’s 
watchman, God's spokesman, the 
nee: San Sy agers ees we 


on the sin question? Preachers 
ought to preach against sin be- 
cause if they are honest, good men 
of God they are against sin in 
their hearts. The preacher ought 
to speak for God, ought to speak 
for the Bible, ought to speak for 
the church, ought to speak for 
Christianity everywhere, and 
ought to speak for himself in de- 
nouncing sin, which God hates. 


~Ii. Preachers Must Preach 
Sin Or Leave Out 
Part Of The Bible! 

The Bible command for preach- 
ers is, “Preach the Word.” Natu- 
rally the same verse says, “Re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine” (II 
Tim. 4:2). One cannot preach all 
the Word without reproving and 
rebuking. 

Second Timothy 3:16 says, “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness.” 
That verse says that all Scripture 
is given by inspiration, yes; but 
it says much more than that. It 
says that all Scripture is profit- 
able for doctrine, reproof and cor- 
rection and instruction in right- 
eousness. Every preacher ought 
to use all the Bible. It is all prof- 
itable for the hearer and should 
be used for reproof and cofrrec- 
tion, as well as for doctrine and 
instructions, says the Word of 
God 


That means that the Old Testa- 
ment should be preached as well 
as the New. -Remember that 
Christ and the apostles continu- 
ally preached from the Old Tes- 
tament; that was the only Testa- 
ment they had! 

It means that preachers should 
preach law as well as grace. No 
one was ever saved by the law, 
but “The law was our schoolmas- 
ter to bring us unto Christ” (Gal. 
3:24). The Old Testament has 
grace just as the New Testament 
has, and the New Testament has 
law, just as the Old Testament 
has. The Ten Commandments say 
in Exodus 20:15, “Thou shalt not 
steal.” And Paul says in Ephesians 
4:28, “Let him that stole steal no 
more.” “The Ten Commandments 
say in Exodus 20:14, “Thou shalt 
not commit adultery.” In the New 
Testament. Hebrews 13:4 says, 
‘Marriage is honourable in all, 
and the bed undefiled: but whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will 


judge.” You see that both the Old 
and the New Testaments rebuke 
sin. 


Many Bible teachers gloat over 
the rich teaching of the mysteries 
that had been hid in God until 
revealed in the first three chap- 
ters of Ephesians. But it is a per- 
verted, dishonest Bible teaching 
that emphasizes the first three 
chapters of Ephesians and down 

the seventeenth verse of the 
fourth chapter and then does not 
preach the rest of the book, the 
nearly three chapters with its 
practical application to Christian 
life, particularly denouncing sin. 


There are preachers who are 
hobbyists, preachers who have 
gone off at a tangent, who prea 


“believe,” but do not preach, “<> 
pent.” They preach only one si 


of the truth. They preach a muti- 


lated Bible, a one-sided gospel, an 
emasculated. message. All the 
Word of God is profitable, and 
all of it ought to be prencned and 
taught. 


See how the Bible always deals | 


with both sides of this question 
of law and grace, this question 
of damnation and salvation, this 
question of God’s love and God's 
wrath. Romans 6:23 says, “For 
the wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lo 
Every honest preacher should 
preach both parts of that verse. 
It is only after one sees that “the 
wages of sin is death” that he 
will be interested in the blessed 
truth that “the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” Honest Bible preachers 
must preach both parts. 


The same truth is taught again 
and again in the Bible. “He that 
believeth on him is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth not 
is condemned already,” says John 
3:18. Preachers should preach the 
condemnation’ as well as the for- 
giveness. And John 3:36 says, “He 
that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God ‘abideth 
on him.” PreacherS should preach 
the everlasting life, but they 
should also preach the -abiding 
wrath of God on unbelievers. 

Isaiah 55:7 says, “Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and 
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PAGE SEVEN 


he will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon.” “sible preachers 


- ought to preach first the forsaking 


of sin, and then the returning 
to the Lord for mercy and par- 
don. That is the order of the 


‘preaching in the Bible. It is “law 


and grace.” It is “repentance 
and faith.” I do not mean that 
there are two steps in salvation, 
for there are not. The instant 
one turns from his sin, he turns 
to Christ. Salvation is an instan- 


- taneous transaction whereby the 


penitent sinner turns to Christ 
for mercy. But there must be both 
elements in the preaching of the 
Bible preacher. There must be a 
preaching against sin and a 
aching of the offered mercy for 
ers. No man can preach or 
ch all the Bible who does not 
ach and preach against sin; who 
does not name and denounce par- 
ticular sins and call for repent- 
ance. 


Mi. Every Preacher Must 
Preach A Sin Because 
He Is Plainly Commanded 
To Do So! 


Preachers have no right to do 
as they please about this matter 
of what they preach. They must 
preach according to instructions. 
God said to Jonah, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and cry 
against it; for their wickedness 
is come up before me” (Jonah 
1:2). Jonah rebelled and fied 
away, but he did not get away 
from God. After a harrowing ex- 
perience, Jonah, smelling very 
strongly of fish, heard the word 
of the Lord “the second time, 
saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, 
that great city, and preach unto 
it the preaching that I bid thee” 
(Jonah 3:1, 2). Oh, that every 
preacher would learn the lesson 
that Jonah learned so hardly! 
Preachers are to “Preach . . . the 
preaching that I bid thee.” In 
the case of Jonah that meant de- 
nouncing sin in Nineveh and 
prophesying judgment. In the case 
of every other preacher in the 
world it means denouncing sin 
also. For that is- the clear teach- 
ing of the Word of God. Repeat- 


edly, preachers are commanded 


to denounce sin. . 

Isaiah 58:1 says, “Cry aloud, 
spare not, lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and shew my people 
their transgression, and the house 
of Jacob their sins.” Here is a 
clear Bible doctrine that it is 
proper to show people their sins, 
to spare not, but to be plain and 


clear and dogmatic in denouncing: 


sin and calling people to repent- 
ance. : 

Our ultra-dispensational hobby- 
ists reply, “But that is in the Old 


Testament.” Yes, so it is. But 
the God who hated sin in the Old 


Testament, hates sin in the New 
Testament just the same. And in 
the three Epistles specially de- 
signed for preachers in the New 
Testament, that is, I Timothy, II 
Timothy, and Titus, there are spe- 
cific directions for preachers to 
denounce sin, to reprove and re- 
buke. 


In I Timothy 5:20 the young 
pastor at Ephesus was command- 
ed by the inspired apostle Paul, 
“Them that sin rebuke before all, 
that others also may fear.” Again 
in II Timothy the instruction that 
preachers are to preach against 
sin 18 repeated, “Preach thé word; 
be instant in season, out of sea- 
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all longsuffering and doctrine” 
(II Tim. 4:2). Just as certainly 
as preachers are to preach the 
Word, they are to reprove, to 


Word of God for that purpose. 
And in the letter to Titus, the 
inspired apostle Paul reminds 
Titus to ordain elders in every 
city, setting up bishops in the 
churches, giving instructions as 
to the life and work of these pas- 
tors. Paul -warns Titus. that 
“There are many unruly.and vain 
talkers and deceivers, specially 
they of the circumcision: Whose 
mouths must be stopped” (Titus 
1:10, 11) Paul reminds Titus that 
a prophet of Crete had said, “The 
Cretians are always liars, evil 
beasts, slow bellies. This witness 
is true. Wherefore rebuke them 
sharply, that they may be sound 
in the faith” (Titus 1:12, 13). It 
was a necessary duty to rebuke the 
unruly, the vain talkers, the de- 
ceivers, the lovers of filthy lucre, 
the liars, evil beasts and slow bel- 
lies of Crete! The implication is 
unescapable. All Bible preachers 
are commanded to rebuke sin 
sharply in order that people may 
be sound in the faith and true 
to the faith. 


A preacher who does not de- 
nounce sin, does not preach 
against it, does not. cry out for 
righteousness and demand re- 
pentance, does not obey his orders 
as clearly written in the Bible. 
[V. Preachers Should Follow 
The Example of Bible 

Preachers in Denouncing 

Sin 


Bible preachers preached 
against sin. The prophets of the 
Old Testament, the apostles and 
preachers of the New Testament, 
even Jesus Christ Himself, 
preached boldly and definitely 


against sin. They preached not 


rebuke, and to exhort, using the, 


only against sin in general but sin 
in particular. They preached not 
only against the sin of unbelief 
but they preached against steal- 
ing, lying, adultery, murder, 
hypocrisy, drunkenness, immodest 
dress, covetousness, and every sin 
that the most fervent and sensa- 
tional evangelist is accused of 
preaching against today! Every 
preacher commended in the Bible 
Was against sin. and said _ so. 
Preachers today should follow the 
example of Bible preachers and 
preach against sin. 


Isaiah was particularly called 
as a preacher to rebuke sin in a 
day of backsliding. God said to 
him, “Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but understand 
not; and see ye indeed, but per- 
ceive not. Make the heart of this 
people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, nd shut their eyes; lest 
they see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand 
with their heart, and convert, and 
be healed” (Isaiah 6:9, 10). He 
was to preach to people whose 
hearts were hard, and would not 
heed, and many of whom would 
not understand nor ever be con- 
verted. So the book of Isaiah 
starts out with rebuke. In the 
very first chapter of Isaiah we 
quote verses 2 to 15 as a sample 
of Bible preaching against sin. 


“Hear, O heavens, and give ear, 
O earth: for the Lord hath spoken, 
I have nourished and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled 
against me. The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib: but. Israel doth not know, 
my people doth not consider. Ah 


iniquity, a seed of evildoers, chil- 
dren that are corrupters: they 
have forsaken the Lord, they have 
provoked the Holy One of Israel 
unto anger, they are gone away 
backward. Why should ye be 
stricken any more? ye will revolt 
more and more: the whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart ‘faint. 
From the sole of the foot even 
unto the head there is no sound- 
ness in it; but wounds, and bruises, 
and putrifying sores: they have 
not been closed, neither bound up, 
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sinful nation, a people laden with 


neither mollified with ointment. 
Your country is desolate, your 
cities are burned with fire: your 
land, strangers devour it in your 
presence, and it is desolate, as 
overthrown by strangers. And the 
daughter of Zion is left as a cot- 
tage in a vineyard, as a lodge in 
a garden of cucumbers, as a be- 
sieged city. Except the Lord of 
hosts had left unto us a very small 
remnant, we should have been as 
Sodom, and we should have been 
like unto Gomorrah. Hear the 
word of the Lord, ye rulers of 


|Sodom; give ear unto the law of 


our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 
To what purpose is the multitude 
of your sacrifices unto me? saith 
the Lord: I am full of the burnt- 
offerings of rams, and the fat of 
fed beasts; and I delight not in the 
blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or 
of he goats. When ye come to 
appear before me, who hath re- 
quired this at your hand, to tread 
my courts? Bring no more vain 
oblations; incense is an abomina- 
tion unto me; the new moons and 
sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, 
I cannot away with; it is iniquity, 
even the solemn meeting. Your 
new moons and your appointed 
feasts my soul hateth: they are 
a trouble unto me; I am weary to 
bear them. And when ye spread 
forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you: yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear: 
your hands are full of blood.” 


The book of Isaiah has so much 
of the plan of salvation, so much 
of God’s mercy, so much of tender 
invitation, that. it is called “the 
Gospel in the Old Testament,” Yet 
Isaiah denounces drunkenness and 
drink like Billy Sunday; like my 
friend Sam Morris of -he Voice 
of Temperance Broadcast! He 
said: “Woe unto them that rise 
up early in the morning, that they 
may follow strong drink; that con- 
tinue until night, till wine inflame 
them!” (Isaiah 5:11). Again he 
said: “But they also have erred 
through wine, and through strong 
drink are out of the way; the 
priest and the prophet have erred 
through strong drink, they are 
swallowed up of wine, they are out 
of the way through strong drink; 
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they err in vision, they stumble 
in judgment” (Isaiah 28:7). 

Isaiah preached frequently about 
Hell: “therefore hell hath enlarged 
herself, and opened her mouth 
without measure: and their glory, 
and their multitude, and their 
pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall 
descend into it” (Isaiah 5:14). 
Isaiah preached: “Judgment also 
will I lay to the line, and right- 
eousness to the plummet: and the 
hail shall sweep away the refuge 
of lies, and the waters shall over- 
flow the hiding place. And your 
covenant with death shall be dis- 
annulled, and your agreemen’ with 
hell shall not stand” (Isaiah 
28:17, 18). 


In chapter five Isaiah pro- 
nounced six woes upon Israel, in- 
cluding those mighty to drink 
wine. 


Isaiah even dealt boldly with 
women’s dress: “Their tinkling 
ornaments about their feet, and 
their cauls, and their round tires 
like the moon, the chainc, and the 
bracelets, and the mufflers, The 
bonnets, and the ornaments of the 
legs, and the headbands, and the 
tablets, and the earrings, The 
rings, and nose jewels, The change- 
able suits of apparel, and the 
mantles, and the wimples, and the 
crisping pins, The glasses, and the 
fine linen, and the hoods, and the 
vails” (Isaiah 3:18-23). 

We have used Isaiah as an ex- 
ample, but Ezekiel, Hosea, Amos, 
and Malachi preached the same 
way. Moses was stronger yet 
against sin, and Elijah not only 
preached against sin, but had four 
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PAGE EIGHT 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 15, 1945 


hund;ed fifty prophets of Baal 
kille,t! 

New Testament preachers were 
as v.vorous in denunciation of sin, 
and in calling people to repent- 
ance as those of the Old Testa- 
ment John the Baptist, the fore- 
runn:r of the Lord Jesus, is a fit 
example. John the Baptist was 
introjuced with the words “the 
beginaing of the gospel of Jesus 
Chris?” (Mark 1:1). John the 
Baptist’s favorite sermon was on 
the theme “Repent ye: for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
Thronugs, multitudes of people, 
came from the city out to the 
wilderness of Judaea where they 
heard him preach and were bap- 
tized,“ confessing their sins” 
(Matt. 3:6). When the scribes 


and Pharisees, the self-righteous 
churchmen of the day who. had 


not been converted, came to be 
baptized, he said: “O generation 
of vipers, who hath warned you 


‘to Hee from the wrath to come? 


Brir.g forth therefore fruits meet 
for repentance” (Matt. 3:7, 8). 
Joh: told publicans and soldiers 


’ ‘what to do, commanded all people 


in the church and out to repent. 


His preaching was aS personal 
as it was bold. He went to King 
Herod, the adulterer living with 
his own sister-in-law, and said, 
“It is not lawful for thee to have 
her” (Matt. 14:4). For this bold- 
ness John eventually lost his head, 
for the wicked woman, Herodias, 
demanded that John’s head be 
chopped off and given to her in 
a platter. And it was done, 


But the preaching of John the 
Baptist pleased Jesus very well, 
for Jesus said, “Verily I say unto 
you, Among them that are born 
of woman there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist” 
(Matt. 11:11). . 

Was John. the Baptist a proper 
model for New Testament preach- 
ers? He certainly was! He was 
the forerunner of Christ, announc- 
ing the new covenant; and he 
preached always the same preach- 
ing that Jesus preached. For ex- 
ample, some foolish dispensational- 
ists have supposed that John the 
Baptist when he commanded men 
to repent had a different gospel 
from that preached by Jesus. But 
Jesus also commanded men to 
“Repent: for the kingdom of 


heaven is at hand” in the same} 
words. used by John the Baptist. 


(Matt. 4:17). And is this com- 


mand to repent, this preaching: 
against sin and demanding a turn- 


ing from sin—is this preaching 


incompatible with the gospel of |} 


grace? Not at all, for John the 
Baptist preached the purest pos- 
sible doctrine of salvation by faith 
in Christ. He said, “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” 
(John 3:36). 

Remember these are the words 
of John the Baptist, and they 
match exactly with John 3:16; 


John 3:18; John 5:24; John 6:47, [ 


and other sayings of the Lerd 
Jesus. I say, John the Baptist, a 
preacher of grace, was a de- 


nouncer of sin. He was pointed | 


and powerful, bold, and sometimes 
personal, in his denunciation of 
sin. What an example for preach- 


ers today who believe the Bible| 
and follow the example of Bible 


preachers! 


What a preacher against sin| 


was the apostle Peter! He boldly 


accused the scribes and Pharisees | 
of the murder of Jesus Christ} 
was in| 


(Acts 2:23). And that 
public! And so he preached every 
time he arose. He accused Jews, 


“But ye denied the Holy One and} 


the Just and desired a murderer 
to be granted unto you; And killed 
the Prince of life’ (Acts 3:14,15). 
Peter was as bold in denouncing 


sin among Christians, as among| 


the unsaved, Filled with the Holy 
Ghost, he denounced Ananias and 


dead at his word! (Acts 5:1-11). 
And Peter continued such preach- 
ing until he died, as tradition 
says, crucified head downward by 
those who hated that kind of 
preaching! What an example is 
Peter for modern, ease-loving, 
men - pleasing, mushy - mouthed 
preachers! 

Stephen stood and denounced 
his Jewish kinspeople to their 
faces until they ran upon him, 
gnashed upon him with their 
teeth, and beat him to death with 
stones! 


And what a preacher against 
sin was Paul the apostle! At the 
very start of his missionary jour- 
ney he faced Elymas the sorcerer 
who opposed the gospel and said 
to him, “O full of all subtility and 
all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righte- 
ousness, wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the 
Lord?” (Acts 13:10). And boldly 
Paul called upon God to make the 
men blind. This was in public and 
the deputy of the country, Sergius 
Paulus, was converted as he saw 
what happened! Paul preached 
against the Judaizers and_ their 
command to circumcise. He re- 
buked even the apostle Peter to 
his face, when Peter was embar- 
rassed to eat with Gentile Chris- 
tians in the presence of Jews (Gal. 
2:11). Paul preached against such 
particular sins as the reading of 
books on magic and books on 
Spiritism until those who were 


guilty brought their books and had 
a $50,000 bonfire (Acts 19: 19), 
Read the epistles of Paul. He 
preached against adultry, against 
drunkenness, against covetousness, 
against stealing, against lying, 


even against foolish talking and/ 


jesting! He named every sin’ in 
the catalog again and again and 
denounced it! See Ephesians, chap- 
ters 4 and 5. See I Corinthians 
6:9-11 and _ selected passages 
throughout the Epistles. Paul 
preached plainly to the women on 
the question of bobbed hair (1 
Cor. 11:1-16): on the question of 
plaiting the hair, wearing of jew- 
elry, modest apparel. 


Paul was definite and personal 
in his preaching. He denounced 
a man living with his father’s 
wife at Corinth, had him expelled 
from the church till he should re- 
pent. He named the two women 
at Philippi who were quarreling 
and begged them to “be of the 
sameé. mind in the Lord” (Phil. 
4:2). Those who do not preach 
against sin, do not follow the ex- 
ample of the apostle Paul. No 
one ever doubted on what side 
Paul was. One reason Paul had so 
many people saved was that he 
showed men they were sinners. 

But Jesus Christ Himself is our 
great Example, our matchless 
Pattern. Did anyone ever speak 
more plainly than Jesus when He 
pronounced the seven woes upon 
the scribes and Pharisees: “Woe 
unto you scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites!” He denounced them 
for coveteusness, for hypocrisy, 


for seizing the homesteads of wid- 
ows, for the kind of church mem- 
bership without regeneration, for 
enslaving the minds of men and 
leading them to‘’destruction! He 
called them snakes, vipers, “blind 
leaders of the blind.” 

And Jesus was as sharp with 
unrepentant sinners in other cases. 
He made a whip and drove the 
moneychangers from the temple. 


He deliberately turned over the 
tables, scattering the coins every- 
where. He called them “a den of 
thieves!” Jesus said to some of “is 
hearers, “Ye are of your father, 
the devil and his works ye will 
do.” Even when Peter, chief of 
the apostles, tempted Jesus not 
to go to the cross, Jesus said, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan: thou 
art. an offence unto me.” And 
when Jesus talked to the woman 
at the well of Samaria, He point- 
edly told her that He knew she 
had been married five times and 
was living in sin with a man to 
whom she was not married at 
that very moment. She was over- 
whelmed! She was gloriously 
Saved and went away,-so con- 
scious of her sins, so searched and 
condemned by the preaching of 
Jesus that she said, “Come, see 
a man, which told me all things 
that I ever did.” We may safely 
Say that no person ever heard 
Jesus preach without being con- 
scious of his sins. And Jesus bold- 
ly and deliberately again and 
again mentioned sins of the peo- 
ple. He called the crowd to which 


He spoke, “an adulterous and sin- 
ful generation.” He quoted the 
words of Isaiah that the people 
were blind of eyes and hard of 
heart. Jesus was a preacher 
against sin. No man can follow 
in the steps of Jesus in His minis- 
try without being bold and per- 
sistent and definite in the calling 
of men to repentance from their 
sins. 


No other preacher in the Bible : 
ever mentioned Hell as often as | 


Jesus did. The name of the place | 


was upon His lips in every ser- 
mon He preached, and was used 
to explain most of the parables 
He told, as well. Sin and Hell 


and judgement were ever in His | 


mind as He called on men to re- 
pent and be saved. Oh, that w 
might be like Jesus Christ in 
denunciation of sin from the 


pit and of our hatred of it in. 


private. Oh, that we might hate 
even our own sins and with tears 
of penitence, forsake them. 
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